This is what the reading activity looks like:

I asked students to find an article that interested them enough to want to read about it. Their sources had to be print magazines (on line versions of print magazines are often abridged) and could come from science, technology, nature, current events, history, or the arts. They could not use fashion, gossip, entertainment, health, or car magazines. Students brought in a nice selection of articles from National Geographic, Time, The Futurist, Discover, and Nature. 

I made three copies of each article, and spread them all out on some long tables. Students browsed the articles and everyone chose one that he or she wanted to read in depth. Some chose their own while others ended up selecting another person's. Next, each student met with the other one or two who had chosen the same article and got into pairs or groups. (So I could check that no one was alone!) 

Their assignment:

· For homework, read the article individually using active reading strategies.

· In class, with your partner(s), identify and discuss the main idea and all important supporting details. 

· Prepare a study outline of the article.

· Imagine you (and your partners) are the teacher. You need to present the information in this article to a class who may know nothing about the topic.

· Divide the completed outline among the partners. Each partner should practice explaining his or her portion of the article and confer with the others on its preparation and the best way to present the information- which may not be the same order the article was written in. Remember to define terms, and connect all supporting details back to the main point. You may use the board and projector to write terminology or to show pictures.

Present the article to the class as a mini-lesson on its content, taking around 15 minutes.
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